Teacher’s notes for Title whiz

The inspiration for this unit is the strong set of word-patterns found in book titles.  Some authors exploit this feature; they use the same formula for each new book and endeavour to make a particular pattern their own.  The Harry Potter books come to mind, but there are countless other examples. (Incidentally, this might be an interesting project for A Level Language.)
To create the Title whiz, I collected approximately 20,000 fantasy and thriller titles and over 8000 from children’s books.  Then I dropped the lists into spreadsheets and sifted, sorted and cleaned up the data.
From there I isolated the most common patterns. 
The classic three-word title: ‘The’ followed by a qualifying word and a main word proved to be most frequent and other forms are often variations on this. The other patterns are worth mentioning, although for simplicity’s sake I didn’t use them.  See Appendix.
Other book titles arise from classic quotations – and could perhaps be the subject of another investigation?

Title whiz
The 3-word pattern is so strong that is perfectly possible to create titles that ‘work’ by a random process.  Bizarre combinations that stimulate and encourage imaginative work occur, especially if the class is built up to the task step by step.  (See the accompanying worksheet: Imagining a story – a short-burst fiction-workout). 
Just try it out and you’ll see the effect!
The outcome is the ideal ICT lesson – minimal (but very clever) ICT input with maximum engagement and stimulation from pupils.   

The lesson

Go to the Word Whiz section of Teachit’s whizzies.  Choose Title whiz.

You’ll be offered three genres to experiment with:

· Thriller whiz – a thriller novel title generator

· Fantasy whiz – a fantasy novel title generator

· Story book whiz – a children’s book title generator

Thriller whiz and Fantasy whiz work on simple 3-word title forms and are recommended as a starting point! 

Story book whiz allows you to try titles that contain the conjunctions ‘and’ and the preposition ‘of’.  6-word titles can happily be built from these tiles if you want to explore the effect.
Choose the genre you want to work on and double click on the icon.  The program will fire up and you’ll be offered a working area. 
Below it there will be coloured tiles containing the components of the titles:

· the determiner ‘The’
· the first word that follows (Word A)
· the second word that follows (Word B).
The program keeps these words in the order you set them and simply chooses words from the lists at random.

To run the program, drag the coloured tiles from the bottom of the screen onto the working area and arrange them to form a classic title.  For example:
The + Word A + Word B
Click the whiz button!
The programme will generate a random title each time you click whiz.

Clicking copy, adds a copy of the current title to the clipboard.  When you’ve finished, simply go into a word processor and select paste and all the titles you’ve copied in the session will be up on screen (this is a brilliant feature – don’t miss it!).
To accelerate the process, you can construct more than one title at a time:


 [image: image1.png][Flainit/alsV]wlh|i]Z]

FANTASY NOVEL TITLE GENERATOR





This will give you multiple titles to choose from each time:
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Now what on earth would be the plot of The Mutant Underground?!
If you’ve chosen Story book whiz, you can try longer title patterns – but don’t expect the same sure-fire-hit rate.  Being more complex, the longer titles often fail the ‘does-it-make-sense?’ test.  Keep whizzing – if you get a good one, its effectiveness may surprise you.
A typical experiment:

[image: image3.png]St/olrY[Blolo/kwihlilz]
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD e
The|Word B @iid] the \Word A|Word B|
[The [Word A|word &g the [word A|word g|
The|Word B|8f] the \Word A|word B|
[

[The] Rl the] 6 Wor A [Word 8|





A typical result:
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NB: If you like part of a title, click on the relevant tiles to ‘freeze’ the words and then spin again.  Everything except the frozen tiles will spin.

You can see from the example here how intriguing the results are.  Our minds search for ways to make sense of the bizarre combinations of words, and in that process a bright creative spark is ignited!

Appendix
	Form – basic or base forms
	Typical patterns
	Examples
	Typical effect

	Single word

4000
	· past tense verb
	Kidnapped!
	High impact or snappiness

	
	· noun
	Kangaroo
	

	
	· proper noun
	Lolita
	

	Two words

8000
	· determiner followed by noun
	The Spire

(of 20,000 titles only one 2 word title began with ‘A’! Why is that?)
	Concision and impact

	
	· preposition followed by noun
	After Dark
	

	
	· two nouns
	Computer War
	

	
	· qualifying word followed by a target word
	Nightmare Abbey
	

	
	· two proper nouns
	Maggie Cassidy
	

	Three words

9000
	· determiner followed by two nouns
	The Death Star


	The regular determiner adds a special focus to the title

	
	· determiner followed by a qualifying word and a target word
	The Red Pony
A Singular Murder
	

	Four words
	· two base forms joined by ‘of’, ‘and’ or ‘to’
	A Call to Arms

Battle for the Stars
	Information rich

	Five and more words in the title – like many four word titles, these tend to be constructed from units of 1 to 4 word titles, as in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.


You can find the fantasy spreadsheet (which took a whole day to produce) in the Word Kitchen Store cupboard.

1) Drag tiles onto work area








2) Arrange tiles on work area as shown








3) Click whiz





4) Click whiz as many times as you choose








5) Click copy to keep a record of the whiz. Paste the results into Word.








6) Click edit to return to the arranging screen
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