‘My Last Duchess’

by Robert Browning
Linguistic devices


	Devices
	Example / further detail
	So what?

	Conversational tone – the language directs the listener
	‘Will’t please you…’   ‘Nay, we’ll go together down, sir.’
	The speaker, The Duke, is talking to a visitor.  It is meant to sound like one half of a conversation. 

	Disjointed thoughts – his sentences are frequently interrupted 
	‘Somehow - I know not how –‘; (since none puts by the curtain…)  
	Some of these stops and starts are responses to what the listener has said, others are his own interruptions. In either case, he will carry on regardless!

	Urgent continuous pace
	No verses. The poem moves relentlessly on.
	The Duke will not be stopped. He is in charge. 

	Convoluted syntax
	Lines 35 - 43
	He knows what he wants to say but is not fluent in expressing it – perhaps does not care.

	Uses strategies of argument and persuasion 
	Rhetorical questions ‘Who’d stoop to blame…’
	His whole purpose is to influence the listener.

	Regular rhyme and rhythm
	Ten beats to a line (iambic pentameter); rhyming couplets.
	Helps the poem along and gives structure to something which otherwise might seem rambling.

	Use of enjambment
	‘Run-on lines’ – most lines are not end-stopped.
	This helps the sense of real speech.

	Blunt language 
	‘White mule’ to describe her horse; ‘officious fool’; 
	For all his power, the Duke is not well educated, or perhaps, does not care about expressing himself well.

	Repetition
	‘thanked’; ‘spot of joy’
	Again, as if real speech – no time to think of fresh ways of expressing things.

	A dramatic monologue
	One person speaking and revealing a story
	The poem tells a story which consists of much more than the words spoken by the one giving the monologue.

	Use of particular words is revealing
	"lessoned” "taming" 
	He expected to tame the Duchess as if she were a pet dog.


	Looking at all the comments in the ‘So what?’ column – what conclusions do you draw?
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