‘My Last Duchess’

by Robert Browning
Linguistic devices


	Devices
	Example / further detail
	So what?

	Conversational tone – the language directs the listener
	‘Will’t please you…’   ‘Nay, we’ll go together down, sir.’
	

	Disjointed thoughts – his sentences are frequently interrupted 
	‘Somehow - I know not how –‘; (since none puts by the curtain…)  
	

	Urgent continuous pace
	No verses. The poem moves relentlessly on.
	

	Convoluted syntax
	Lines 35 - 43
	

	Uses strategies of argument and persuasion 
	Rhetorical questions ‘Who’d stoop to blame…’
	

	Regular rhyme and rhythm
	Ten beats to a line (iambic pentameter); rhyming couplets.
	

	Use of enjambment
	‘Run-on lines’ – most lines are not end-stopped.
	

	Blunt language 
	‘White mule’ to describe her horse; ‘officious fool’; 
	

	Repetition
	‘thanked’; ‘spot of joy’
	

	A dramatic monologue
	One person speaking and revealing a story
	

	Use of particular words is revealing
	"lessoned” "taming" 
	


	Looking at all the comments in the ‘So what?’ column – what conclusions do you draw?
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