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Can you come on a Great American Road Trip? – Week 1
	Learning objective
	[bookmark: _GoBack]To use the eight points of the compass, with an atlas, map and/or Google™ Earth, to locate cities in the continent of North America, and to discover something about (some of) these cities and their states.

	Key question
	What are North American cities like?

	Success criteria
	I can locate the city of Denver in the state of Colorado, in the country of the USA, on the continent of North America, using a map, an atlas index or Google Earth.
I can find the names of cities that are located approximately N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W and NW of Denver.
I can record (on a worksheet) the names of the cities, and the country and state each is in.

	Key vocabulary 
	City, state, country, continent, North America, South America, northern hemisphere, compass points (8)

	Activities
	Explain to the children that, in this unit/geography topic, they are going to be finding out about places in North and South America. They will be using a globe, an atlas and/or the internet to identify countries, states and cities in the two continents. Use this lesson to model as a whole class activity what the children are going to do themselves in groups in subsequent lesson(s). How to use the index in an atlas, and/or the search function in Google Earth, are important. When using an atlas or Google Earth point out the position of the Tropic of Cancer.
Locate the North and South American continents on a political and/or physical globe. Play the video of Johnny Cash singing about countries and places in North America (all the countries from Mexico to Panama are in the continent of North America): ‘I’ve been everywhere’. Display the lyrics to the song as well. You might like to ask the children if they can recognise the names of any countries and highlight them (use this in the next lesson). Over the course of the unit the children can learn the words and locate some of the countries and places mentioned, perhaps as a homework activity. 
Divide the class into pairs and give each pair a copy of the worksheet ‘Cities of the North American continent’. Display Google Earth on the whiteboard, and make sure that the ‘Borders and labels’, ‘Places’ and ‘Roads’ facilities are activated. Enter ‘Denver’ into Google Earth to locate the city. Zoom in and out to locate Denver near the centre of the USA. Ask the children to enter the name in the appropriate box on their worksheet – follow the dotted line from Denver. The city of Denver is in the state of Colorado. Model how to use the index of an atlas, having checked whether Denver is listed. 
The class is now going to find the cities and their corresponding states that lie very approximately to the N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W and NW of their starting point of Denver, Colorado. Modelling on the whiteboard as a class activity, locate the other cities that are marked and listed on the worksheet (the red dots). Children can enter each city’s information in the corresponding boxes on their worksheet as it is discovered. 
View the North American Cities PowerPoint, which is a collection of images of the cities they have already located. Ask children to find each city on their worksheet as they look at each photo and say which direction it is in from Denver. Invite the children to investigate (some of) the cities they have identified by interpreting the photographs. To supplement this, they could enter the city name in Google and click on ‘images’. Have some class ‘feedback’ time and record the information they have obtained from the photos on an enlarged class version of the North American cities summary and details resource.
Encourage the children to find some of the cities on Google Earth and zoom in on the satellite images looking for patterns in road networks. Ask the children: What pattern do the roads make? Are they all arranged as grids? What about the housing – can you notice anything about the layout and arrangement? Have as much discussion as possible as the class look at each city, so that you can check on, and extend, the geographical vocabulary being used.
You might like to use a black and white set of the PowerPoint photos to make record sheets for each city and/or sort into ‘Cities in the USA’ and ‘Cities in Canada’.
As a follow-up task some children might like to research some of the cities and report back in the next lesson.
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	Core knowledge
	Difference between continent, country, state, city, that Alaska is a US state and not part of Canada, compass directions.

	Resources needed
	Political and/or physical globe, preferably both
‘I’ve been everywhere’ (Johnny Cash singing and lyrics) – link 
Class set of atlases
Access to Google Earth
Map of North American (Canada and USA) states 
Cities of the North American continent – worksheet
Cities of the North American continent – answer sheet
North American Cities – PowerPoint
North American Cities – summary and details sheet



image1.png
RISING*STARS

Geography

®




image2.png
The Velveteen Rabbit




