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Overview

Finding your way around the curriculum pack
A well-chosen piece of punctuation is as good as a well-chosen word!

In order to be able to use punctuation effectively in writing, children need to be able to hear it in
spoken language and to pay attention to it in their reading. This resource pack aims to incorporate
key elements of spoken language, reading and writing to make children more aware of
punctuation in fun and engaging ways.

The pack is broken down into 7 sections, each supported by a variety of teaching su tio d
resources. It can be used as a structured sequence of lessons or as a collection of ideas
resources for the teacher to dip into as and when appropriate.

There are 6 key punctuation skills covered in this pack:

e  Punctuating direct speech

° Using possessive apostrophes

° Extending sentences: using commas beyond lists
° Extending sentences: inserting parenthesis
e Linking clauses with semi-colons

e Linking clauses with colons

Sections comprise:

e Quick ‘n’ easy st osetilmes when you only have a few minutes

e  Time for more? —if y inutes or more
e  How are you dging? — ass ent opportunities

e  Takingit arning opportunities

Finally there is a K ngs ticking over section which pulls things together and gives tips and

ideas for g dren to make effective choices when using punctuation.

e’ve in e s to each separate resource included in this pack so that you can access the
rces directly on www.teachitprimary.co.uk. We’ve also included the file number for each

esource — just pop this into Teachit Primary’s search engine. Lots of the resources in this
pack are Word documents, but we’ve also included links to PowerPoints. Please log in first in
order to access any of these resources on Teachit Primary.

We hope you enjoy using this pack. If you have any questions, please get in touch: email
support@.co.uk or call us on 01225 788851. Alternatively, you might like to give some feedback

for other Teachit Primary members — you can do this by adding a comment on the Punctuation
KS2 page on Teachit Primary (please log in to access this).
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Section 5a: Linking clauses with semi-colons

Section 5a: Linking clauses with semi-colons
(Statutory requirements: 6)

Key knowledge — children should learn that:

Quick ‘n’ easy:

a semi-colon provides a break in a sentence that is stronger than a comma but not as final

as a full stop.

a semi-colon can be used to separate two main clauses in a sentence:

I liked the book; it was a pleasure to read.

As they are closely related in meaning, these clauses could be written
sentences but a semi-colon is often preferable.

@)

into'pairs and ask each

Start with a version of the game of Consequences. Put chil
child to write a sentence at the top of a piece of paper
pointer, such as asking them to write a sente abo ey like to wear:

ave to give them a

| like wearing hats.

f the paper'so the sentence can’t be seen, then to
ildren to write another sentence which relates to the

Ask the children to fold over th
swap with their partner. T8N a
first:

They keep m

Unfold the papefito reve e sentences. The fact that the children will have written
sentences whichirelate tg,their original idea and not to their partner’s should make for
i ces! You should end up with things along the lines of: I like

help me run faster.

te how these two sentences can be linked with a semi-colon and ask the

ren re-write the two sentences as one.

I like wearing hats; they make me run faster.
rite a clause on the board and finish with a semi- colon. Ask children to write possible
follow on clauses on whiteboards and share ideas.
Mrs Lewis stepped outside into a huge puddle;
Tom gasped as he opened the door;

Challenge children to come up and write their own first clause for others to complete.

© www.teachitprimary.co.uk 2014

41



Section 5a: Linking clauses with semi-colons

e Play First one home. Ask children to open their reading books and give them a set time to
skim their book and find a semi-colon that links two clauses.

Time for more?

e Begin with a game of Because, because, because! Form a circle and begin by saying a
sentence about something you did the previous day:

| went to the shops.
The next child adds a clause with the word because:
| went to the shops because | needed milk.

The next child begins their sentence with the second clause an ‘b e’ clause
of their own:

I needed milk because | had spilled mine everywhere.
And so on around the circle. This activity promotées c nderstanding of related
clauses and prepares them for the next ste
e  Start with two simple sentences:

David was looking fanrd is trip to the cinema. He would finally get to see the

last film in his favouritedhilogy.

Ask the children t
either a compound

because, as, whe, i s the effectiveness of their suggestions. Next show the

dependent clauses that can stand on their own.) Resource 22996: Clause confusion

semi-colons is a fun game to reinforce this concept and Resource 8494: Using

semi-colons is a useful pencil and paper follow-up.

How are we doing?

e Resource 22997: Semi-colons —right or wrong? is a great assessment activity.
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Section 5a: Linking clauses with semi-colons

Taking it home:

e Ask children to look for examples of semi-colons linking clauses in their reading.
Challenge them to record as many as they can in a week.

Resources contained within Section 5a

22996 Clause confusion — using semi-colons
8494 USING SEMI-COIONS......cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiee ettt e st e e s s saae e e e sabaeeesestaeessnanes

22997 Semi-colons —right or wrong
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Clause confusion — using semi-colons

Teaching notes:

Photocopy the two sets of clauses and cut them out. Give a clause to
each child and ask them to walk the room to find their ‘partner’.

Alternatively, photocopy both sets of clauses for pairs or small g
play the game as a pelmanism; the cards are laid out face d
sets and children take turns to turn over a card from each two
clauses match, they keep them. The winner is the chi

pairs at the end of the game.

X
O
,bgz
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Clause confusion — using semi-colons
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Clause confusion — using semi-colons
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Using semi-colons

[N =] 0 g T DAt e s

Semi-colons are used to separate clauses. One of the ways they can be used is
when separating a list of clauses. This is similar to the way we use a comma to
separate a list.

Example: | wasn’t exactly afraid; | was just worried for your sake.

Add the semi-colons to these sentences:

The cat was large it was the size of a small dog.
Sophie was good she was the best-behaved girl in thé'cl
Leon was adventurous he was always planning

| like playing in the garden especially whe

i & W N R

| really enjoy literacy | particularly likeg@adi resting texts.

Now complete these senten&es dding a second clause and separating the

clauses with a semi-colon: \
. jou
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Using semi-colons

See if you can re-write
these passages adding
semi-colons in the correct
places.

1. To make a delicious cake you need to add th
self-raising flour 400g of caster sugar 4

margarine, this is best if left out to

pinch of salt
®

grapes the gréén tuft
rhubarb

beliexe h

The

Example:

Bob the Builder looked around his
workshop and noticed a bag of
hammers; several cans of paint;
ust

idy

some paintbrushes and
ladder, all of which neede

up.

largéseggs 400g of

u ror

rm and a

the allotment he beheld a

. When the gardener |OON
wondrous sight. re e runner beans hanging in bunches like

carrots sprouting in neat rows a crown of
ddles of rainwater had collected. He couldn’t

ad grown so many beautiful crops.

et

er sorted out the equipment she would need to take home

h her that night. There was a large bag of books a pencil case a

large bundle of worksheets and a set of notes for next week’s

lessons. She sighed as she lifted them into her car.
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Semi-colons — right or wrong

Read the sentences below. Some of them contain a semi-colon used correctly,
some have a semi-colon in the wrong place and others have one but shouldn’t!
Cut out the sentences and stick them into the correct place on the table.
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Semi-colons — right or wrong

N1 T DAt e,

Correctly placed

Incorrectly place

#Shoudn’t be there at all
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Semi-colons — right or wrong

N1 T Date: e

Now re-write the sentences with incorrectly placed semi-colons and those with
semi-colons that shouldn’t be there at all.
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