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Main activities  

Barn debate  

1. Divide students into five groups and hand them each a group from the text to 

focus on as follows. Each group should write a persuasive speech, convincing the 

others that theirs is the correct point of view. Each group is then given one 

minute to make their case to the rest of the class.   

Students divide into five groups as follows: 

The Old Guard 

These are the animals that don’t really see the need to change the system. They 

are used to things how they are. They are represented by Mollie and some others. 

The Leaders 

These are the pigs that have turned Major’s speech into ‘Animalism’ and are 

trying to educate the other animals. They want a revolution and completely new 

start with the men being driven out and the farm run by the animals themselves. 

They are represented by Napoleon and Snowball. 

The Workers 

These are the animals like Boxer and Clover who believe in the ideas of Animalism 

but are not clever enough to learn much about it. They will use their labour to 

work hard for the new system. They are represented by Boxer and Clover. 

The Cynics 

These are the animals that are sure whatever the system is they will never be 

better off. They cannot see that one group of leaders is better than another and 

are convinced things will always turn out badly. They are represented by 

Benjamin. 

The Religious 

These animals believe that the reward for labour will not take place on earth but 

after death, when they will enjoy an eternal life full of happiness and everything 

they could want. They are represented by Moses. 

(AO3, AO4) 
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Hot seating activity 

2. Students work in five groups. Each group is assigned one of the following 

characters: 

Moses  

Mollie 

Snowball 

Boxer 

Mr Jones 

One student takes on the character and is given two assistants to help to prepare 

the answers. The rest of the group come up with some suitable questions to try 

and elicit the character’s thoughts about the Rebellion.  

Each group takes it in turn to perform the hot seating activity, while the rest of 

the class makes notes. (AO1, AO2) 

Reading  

3. Read Chapter 3, focusing on how hard the animals are working and the milk and 

apples ‘incident’. (AO1, AO2) 

Plenaries  

The pigs are seen as being natural leaders.  

1. Students discuss in pairs the following:  

 why this is the case 

 whether they think the animals are right to follow them 

 what Orwell is saying about the importance of education.  

One of the pair should then be ready to feed back to the whole class.  

(AO1, AO2)
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Focus on Moses  

2. Have a class discussion about the role of Moses. What is Mr Jones trying to achieve 

by sending Moses into the animals to tell them about Sugarcandy Mountain and 

why do the pigs insist it is all lies? Can they think of other examples when people 

are sold a ‘myth’ to persuade them to behave a certain way? (AO2, AO3) 

Extension activities/homework 

No longer equal  

1. Students look closely at this chapter to analyse how Orwell creates a slight sense 
of unease, even at this early stage of the Rebellion. Can they find five key 

quotations that suggest the animals are no longer equal?  (Hint: look at pigs’ 

behaviour).  

(AO1, AO2)
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